
St Joseph’s Catholic Church,  

88 Bow Rd., Greenock, PA16 7DY.  

Tel: 01475 720789. Email: stjosephgreenock @rcdop.org.uk. 

Web: Stjosephsgreenock.org 

Parish Priest: Rev Maurice Callaghan 

Mass times: Saturday Vigil 5pm. Sunday Masses 10am & 5pm 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4.30 pm. Weekday Programme 

Monday -Friday: 9.30-9.55am Exposition & Rosary followed by 

Mass at 10am 

Please Pray for: - 

Recently Deceased: Gerry Carracher, William Graham 

Anniversaries: Alexander Burnside, Rebecca Burnside, Catherine McLaughlin, James 

McDade, , Thomas Cunningham, Karen Gallagher, Cathie O’Brien. 

Sick: Charles Hepburn. 

Funeral Mass and reception: William Graham who is being prayed for as recently deceased 

will have his funeral Mass here in St Joseph’s on Wednesday 7th December. Mr Graham’s 

body will be received into the church at 6pm on Tuesday 7th December. 

Today the Season of Advent begins and with it a new year in the life of the Church. Overleaf 

there is a reflection which gives a little theology of the season so I won’t add to that other 

than to say Advent isn’t Christmas. It has its own tone which as you’ll note from this 

Sunday’s Cycle A readings isn’t particularly jolly.  There is a solemnity to this season (note 

the purple vestments of the priest) It is a time of preparation for Christmas which is not the 

same as the more passive waiting for Christmas. The readings this Sunday have an urgent 

tone of ‘Wake up!’ Get ready. Be prepared. 

Christmas Mass Programme: This year Christmas day is a Sunday. The consequence of this 

is that in common with all other parishes with a Sunday evening Mass (now very few) there 

will not be a Sunday evening Mass.  

My initial thinking is that this year as it is a Saturday evening Christmas Eve followed by a 

Sunday it will be for this year be necessary to have two masses on Christmas Eve. This I am 

told happened last year. There is a problem associated with this if it leads to a sparse 

attendance at the individual Masses as a lot of the community spirit of Christmas is lost 

which is best achieved by one big celebratory Vigil. The two Masses which are necessary for 

this year would I propose be to have a 5pm Saturday Vigil with the ‘big’ Mass of Christmas 

starting at 8.45pm preceded by a short crib figures carol service at 8.30pm. Sunday 

Morning Mass of Christmas day will be at 10am. I will confirm these timings next Sunday 

once I consult with the musicians as having music at each Christmas Mass is highly desirable 

and too many Masses is asking too much of our musicians. 


